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Drought hammering N.C. farmers 

U.S. House to hear of their plight 

Oct. 23, 2007 

Matthew Eisley, Staff Writer 

JOHNSTON COUNTY - Congressman Bob Etheridge bent over a parched soybean field Monday, plucked one 

of farmer Jerry Jordan's withered stalks and cracked open a crunchy brown pod.  

"This one's totally dry," he said, holding it up. "There's nothing in it." He pointed at another wispy 

stalk. "See that one? It's dead."  

Etheridge surveyed nine acres of Jordan's agricultural agony, shook his head and declared: "This is 

pretty much pure drought."  

For many Triangle residents, this year's unrelenting, record drought means sacrificing lush lawns and 

luxurious showers. For thousands of North Carolina farmers, it means financial losses, worries about 

next year and possible bankruptcy.  

"It's a lot more severe than the average person knows," said Etheridge, a Lillington Democrat whose 

son still works a Harnett County family farm. "The people who provide the food and fiber for America 

are facing one of their toughest years in a long time."  

Etheridge plans to highlight the plight of Tar Heel farmers Thursday at a hearing of the U.S. House 

Agriculture Committee. He and dozens of lawmakers from both parties are pushing to include drought-

recovery farm grants in an Iraq war spending bill.  

The prospects are uncertain. President Bush has said he'll veto anything that exceeds his request. And 

Congress has reinstated a rule requiring a way to pay for new spending.  

But, as Etheridge noted, Congress has attached farm relief to military spending bills before.  

It's defense, too  

"Our food supply is part of our national defense," he said.  

Members of Congress often go along with disaster relief elsewhere, because next year their voters 

might be the ones facing a drought, flood, hurricane, earthquake or other calamity.  

Farmers face several kinds of peril. This year's cotton, corn, soybean, peanut and hay crops are coming 

up woefully short. The state is expected to produce almost 40 percent less in soybeans this year than 

last, and less than half as much cotton.  



 

That means that even farmers with insurance will make much less money -- if they make any -- to 

spend on next year's crops.  

A severe hay shortage is forcing livestock farmers to spend more on winter feed or sell their herds at 

depressed prices.  

Some farmers switched this year from cotton to corn, hoping to cash in on the ethanol boom -- only to 

have the drought wipe out their crops.  

"We cringe a little more each month, because it's going from bad to worse," said Brian Long, a 

spokesman for the state Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.  

The drought's economic effects threaten to reach far beyond farm families. Already, less produce and 

fewer varieties of it have been available at farmers markets. Higher grocery store prices could follow.  

"It's the worst I've ever seen," said Don Nicholson, a state regional agronomist. "My mother's 76. She 

talks about how bad it was in the early '50s. That's the only reference point I have."  

Jerry Jordan says he'll hang on. But he'd be surprised to break even this year as costs rise and his yields 

of soybeans, tobacco and sweet potatoes plummet.  

"We'll try to pick 'em if it covers our fuel cost," he said. "If they don't turn out, I'll probably just quit on 

'em. We need rain for next year's crops -- a lot of rain."  

It's been so dry and hot this year that Jordan's irrigation ponds long ago went dry.  

"You just don't have any options," he said. "You just sit there and watch it die."  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Answer the following on notebook paper: 

 

1. How is the drought affecting North Carolina farmers? 

2. How does Congressman Etheridge plan to advocate for NC farms?  Do you agree with his plan?  

Why or why not?   

3. Beyond the negative impact on farm families and their income, what negative economic impacts 

might the drought result in? 

4. How would you feel if you were Jerry Jordan? 

5. In your opinion, can a severe water situation such as NC is currently experiencing be avoided or 

alleviated?  Explain. 

6. Whose responsibility is it to manage water use and availability?   
 

 

 

 

 

Source:  http://www.newsobserver.com/weather/drought/story/746039.html 



 

Changing What You Use 

 Replace shower heads and faucet aerators with water efficient models. 

 Use a water-filled milk jug or plastic bottle in your toilet tank to displace water; this allows your toilet to 
operate using less water. 

 Choose non-phosphate or low phosphate detergents. High phosphate levels in lakes and streams can 
kill fish and other wildlife.  

 Use a broom instead of water to clean your driveway or garage . Do not sweep debris into the street or 
storm sewer. 

 Put a spray nozzle on the end of your hose for car washing and plant watering to prevent the hose from 
continually releasing water and to control the amount of water used. 

 Place containers outside to catch rain water for watering and outdoor washing. 

 Use native plants in your garden that require less water. 

 Use cat litter or sand instead of salt on icy walks. Salt pollutes water and kills plants.  
 

Changing What You Do 

 Do not let the water run while brushing your teeth or washing your face (you can save up to 5 gallons). 

 Do not leave the water running if you wash dishes by hand. 

 Rinse all your dishes at once by using a dish rack placed in the sink. 

 Only run your dishwasher and washing machine when they are full. 

 Take showers rather than baths and limit your time in the shower. 

 Do not open fire hydrants on hot summer days because water needed to fight a fire will not be available 
in an emergency. Also, opening fire hydrants is illegal. 

 Do not throw in the trash, pour down the drain, or dump on the ground paint, antifreeze, motor oil, and 
other household hazardous wastes, because they can contaminate groundwater and surface water.  

 Dispose of tissues, dead insects, and other waste in a trash can rather than a toilet or a sink. 

 Plant native plants instead of traditional lawn grass to avoid the use of herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers. 

 Do not dump used motor oil on the ground or into storm drains; throwing motor oil in the trash is illegal. 

 Recycling centers and many service stations accept used motor oil and other hazardous wastes for 
recycling and/or proper disposal. 

 
Improving Your Housekeeping 

 Fix leaks by replacing faucet washers and toilet flappers as needed. A slow drip or leak can easily waste 
more than 100 gallons of water a week, which leads to an unnecessarily high water bill. 

 Put all litter in trash cans so it does not get washed into the storm drains.   

 Clean up after your pets.  In NC, pet waste should be picked up and placed in a sealed bag and 
disposed of in the trash or should be buried away from gardens, streams, ditches, lakes, or wells.  

 
Educating Yourself and Others 

 Educate your community about the effects of improper disposal of household waste, such as motor oil 
and pesticides.  Storm drains should never be used as “trash cans” as storm water goes directly to lakes 
and rivers where it can impact aquatic life. For more information go to: 
http://www.nccwep.org/stormwater/index.php 

 Encourage your neighbors to conserve!

http://www.nccwep.org/stormwater/index.php
http://www.epa.gov/reg5rcra/wptdiv/p2pages/water.pdf


 

 

 


